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civilization's outpost against the yellow menace, and he offered his
assistance to the Tsar against the oriental hordes.

"There is a danger for our monarchical principle," he wrote in
a private letter to the Tsar in October, 1895, "in the Russo-French
alliance. . . . The republic seems to be raised on a pedestal. . . .
This makes it possible for the republicans to imagine that they are
quite honest, excellent people, with whom crowned heads can be
on an equal footing . . . But republicans are people who should
be either shot or hanged." At Christmas, 1898, Wilhelm sent the
Tsar a present of a drawing made by himself, which he described
as follows: "The two figures symbolize Russia and Germany on the
shores of the Yellow Sea, preaching the Gospel, the Truth, and the
Light in the East."

*'No one could stop Russia from marching with her army to
Peking," Kaiser Wilhelm declared in iS^S.12

At every Russian move deeper into China and Korea, the Ger-
man Emperor congratulated his colleague in St. Petersburg and
promised to see to Russia's interests in Europe if Russia should be
occupied in Asia. He grossly flattered the Tsar: "Now you are,
properly speaking, the master of Peking." He outlined a promising
and hypocritical program: ". . . following the laws of expansion
[Russia] must try to get at the Sea for an iceless outlet for its com-
merce. By this law it is entitled to a strip of coast where such har-
bors are situated (Vladivostok, Port Arthur). Their 'Hinterland'
must be in your Power . . . Korea must and will be Russian." 1S

The Tsar, responsive to the flatteries of the Kaiser, went far
beyond the wishes and counsels of his ministers:

"We have to break England's impudence," he repeated again
and again. England, and later the United States remained the prin-
cipal enemies of the right wing in St. Petersburg.

Under these circumstances, strong personalities were often un-
able to remain at their posts for long. If the influence of a minister
upon political affairs, and upon the Tsar himself, became great,
the Tsar became suspicious. It was natural that he should find
mediocre personalities easiest to deal with. His first Minister for
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